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In its last two issues, the Journal of Health Inequalities 
has published a series of articles marking the 20th anni-
versary of the introduction of the Polish Anti-Tobacco 
Law. Their authors described, amongst others, the history 
of the Polish anti-tobacco movement [1], the health and 
social legacy of the Anti-Tobacco Law [2], the broader 
public health developments in Poland in the 1990s [3], 
and presented reflections of a  health advocate involved 
in the Polish anti-tobacco movement [4]. Reports from 
a conference [5] and from a witness seminar [6] on tobac-
co control in Poland, organised by the Polish Ministry of 
Health, the Chief Sanitary Inspectorate, and the Health 
Promotion Foundation, were also published. 

In this issue of the Journal of Health Inequalities we 
would like to present a further set of articles in the series, 
this time placing Poland’s tobacco control achievements 
in a broader international landscape. The first article is 
a  report from a  seminar co-organised by the Harvard 
University Department of the History of Science and the 
Health Promotion Foundation, in which a group of inter-
national public health experts charted some of the key 
developments from the past of tobacco control, exam-
ined the most pressing present challenges, and hypoth-
esised on the key concerns in years to come (see Report 
from the seminar on the past, present and future of tobac-
co control, Harvard University Department of the Histo-
ry of Science, Cambridge, Massachusetts, October 2016’,  
pp. 16-23). The second article outlines the role of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church in promoting public health 
efforts, both in Poland and globally (see Smoking menace 
still haunting humanity, pp. 24-26). The third article takes 
this year’s World No Tobacco Day, which focused on the 
role played by tobacco control in achieving sustainable 
development, as a starting point for a discussion on the 
relation between effective anti-smoking measures and 
prosperity (see Tobacco control: an investment that leads 
to global development, pp. 27-29).
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